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The  Value  of  State  and  Local  History 


We  need  in  our  Nat  ■'  on  and  in  our  Coramonwealth,  as  never 
before,  a new  a oreciation  and  understanding  of  our  heritage. 

The  danger  of  being  deori.ved  of  the  cherished  institutions  that 
constitute  the  American  way  of  life  is  very  real  and  imminent, 
Understan'^ing  must  rest  uoon  a greater  diffusion  of  'ooular  know- 
ledge about  our  history  and  the  historic  roots  of  our  development 
and  'irogress.  The  best  olace  to  develop  this  knov/ledge  of  our 
history  is  at  home.  Local  history  of  our  state  and  our  communities 
is  living  history  and  close  to  the  lives  of  the  people,  A deeper 
love  of  our  country  and  appreciation  of  our  heritage  should  rest 
upon  the  firm  bedrock  of  love  of  state  and  community.  This 
naturally  translates  itself  into  love  of  country  and  understanding 
of  all  our  national  ideals  and  aspirations  as  Americans,  ^'ood 
Pennsylvanians,  knov/ing  their  own  State  and  its  heritage  of  liberty 
toleration,  and  constant  growth  of  self-government  and  better 
living  conditions  for  all  the  people,  are  certain  to  be  better 
Americans,  Bringing  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  people  is 
a most  important  task  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission, 


The  Organization  and  Functions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
and  Muse_um_  Commission 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  was 
created  by  Act  No.  446  adopted  during  the  1945  session  of  the 
Pennsylvania  General  Assembly,  and  aeoroved  by  Governor  Edward 
Martin  on  June  6 of  that  year.  Its  enactment  consolidated 
within  the  nev;  commission  the  functions  that  had  previously 
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been  carried  on  independently  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Commission,  the  State  Museum,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Archives, 

Governor  Martin  appointed  the  follov;ing  members  to  the  new 
Commission:  James  H,  Duff,  Chairman,  Charles  J,  Bir^dle,  Frances 
Dorritnce,  A,  Atwater  Kent,  Jr,,  Thomas  Murphy,  Edgar  T,  Stevenson, 
Charles  G,  Mebb,  and  Richard  Norris  Williams,  2d,  Francis  B, 

Haas,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  was  named  an  ex  officio 
member.  The  Commissioners  elected  Donald  A,  Cadzov/  to  the  position 
of  Executive  Director,  Folloviing  the  elevation  of  Mr,  James  H, 

Duff  to  the  governorship  in  1947  Charles  J,  Biddle  vas  designated 
as  chairman,  and  John  W,  Oliver  was  chosen  to  fill  the  existing 
vacancy.  Under  the  rowers  granted  to  the  Commission  a reorganiza- 
tion of  the  older  divisions  and  the  creation  of  several  additional 
ones  brought  about  its  present  structure: 
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Appropriate  legislation  and  provisions  found  within  the 
Administrative  Code  charge  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission  with  a wide  range  of  functions  and  confer  uoon 
it  the  powers  to  make  them  effective,  A summary  statement  of 
its  duties  would,  include  the  marking  and  preservation  of  buildings 
and  landTiBrks  of  historical  significance;  the  erection  of  markers 


Museum 

Prepa- 

rator 


f ■ 


-3- 


calling  attention  to  historical  events^  the  collection  of  all 
tynes  of  historical  source  materials;  the  publishing  of  books 
and  namohlets  bearing  upon  State  histoi^r;  the  keeping  of  the 
non-current  -lublic  records  of  the  various  departments  of  govern- 
ment; the  maintenance  of  a museum  for  the  exhibition  of  antiquities 
and  other  objects  relevant  to  State  history,  and  archeological 
research  into  the  Indian  occupancy  of  Pennsylvania,  At  its 
discretion  the  Commission  may  cooperate  with  recognized  societies 
and  associations,  and  with  other  departments  and  political  sub- 
divisions of  State  government  in  the  furtherance  of  these  activities. 


Historic  Shrines 

At  present  the  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  has  the 

custody  of  fourteen  historic  sites  that  have  been  committed  to 

it  by  legislative  action  authorizing  their  purchase,  acceptance 

as  gift,  or  by  transfer  from  other  departments: 

Pennsbury  Memorial  - Near  Morrisville,  Bucks  County 

Governor  Prints  Park  - Tinicum  Township,  Delaware  County 

John  Morton  Homestead  - Prospect  Park,  Delav/are  County 

Potts  grove  Mansion  - Pottstovm,  Montgomery  County 

Daniel  Boone  Homestead  - Near  Birdsboro,  Berks  County 

Ephrata  Cloister  - Ephrata,  Lancaster  County 

Cornvrall  Furnace  - Cornwall,  Lebanon  County 

Fort  Augusta  - Sunbury,  Northumberland  County 

Drake  Well  Memorial  Park  - Venango  County 

Old  Economy  - Ambridge,  Beaver  County 

Flagship  Niagara  - Erie,  Erie  County 

Admiral  Peary  Park  - Near  Cresson,  Cambria  County 

Warrior’s  Fun  Church  - Watsontown,  Northumberland  County 

Fort  Le  Boeuf  - Waterford,  Erie  County 

The  last  two  properties  named  were  placed  under  Commission  jurisdic- 
tion during  the  past  year. 

The  estimated  aggregate  value  of  these  properties  is  more 
than  two  million  dollars,  A number  of  the  pro^ierties  are  administered 


with  the  counsel  of  advisory  boards,  interested  citizens  of  the 
local  community,  created  by  specific  legislation  or  by  action  of 
the  Commission,  Cooperation  of  this  nature  has  ''roved  most 
beneficial  in  determining  policies  and  measures  to  be  taken  in  the 
restoration  and  maintenance  of  the  several  structures.  Rules  and 
regulations  for  visitation  of  the  historic  properties  and  admissions 
to  be  charged  are  also  fixed  in  this  manner. 

Qualified  curators,  guides,  and  maintenance  workers  are 
employed  to  care  for  the  buildings  and  grounds;  at  Drake  Well 
Memorial  Park,  Fort  Augusta,  and  01^  Economy  are  housed  museums 
and  historical  collections.  Over  the  years  the  Commission  has 
conducted  a program  to  make  the  properties  more  attractive  and 
authentic.  Competent  architects  have  been  engaged  to  plan  and 
direct  the  restoration  of  several  structures,  and  adjacent  areas 
have  been  transformed  into  pleasant  surroundings  by  landscape  artist 
Wherever  possible  the  interior  furnishings  and  decoration  of  the 
buildings  are  in  keening  with  the  original  structure  or  they  are 
careful  reproductions. 

That  people  are  interested  in  these  shrines  is  evident  by 
the  300,000  visitors  to  the  Commission’s  properties  during  1949. 

Many  came  in  grou ; outings,  historical  pilgrimages,  and  on  school 
tours  from  all  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  from  most  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  To  a few  of  the  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  large 
cities  transportation  companies  scheduled  regular  excursion  trips. 
Principal  highways  nearby  bear  direction  signs  to  the  property, 
and  upon  arrival  the  visitor  is  presented,  with  a leaflet  recounting 
its  history.  Intelligent  guide  service  is  available  out  the  visitor 
is  also  free  to  explore  and  linger  at  liis  oT-m  inclination,  A 
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recent  innovation  to  facilitate  the  han^^ling  of  the  numerous 
visitors  to  Pennsbury  Manor  has  been  the  installation  of  an 
amplifying  system  over  which  a recorcling  is  olayecl  that  narrates 
the  highlights  of  William  Penn’s  life  and  the  principal  features 
of  his  country  home  on  the  Delaware  Diver, 

At  Old  Economy,  the  last  home  of  the  Harmonist  Society,  the 
visitor  becomes  acquainted  with  some  of  their  distinctive  handicraft 
products  in  the  displays  of  silks,  ceramics,  and  carpentry  work. 

The  Harmonists’  love  for  music  is  evident  in  the  recently  restored 
music  room,  and  historical  research  is  being  aided  by  the  cataloging 
of  the  extensive  library  and  records  of  the  Society,  History  combines 
with  recreation  at  the  Daniel  Boone  Homestead  where  camping  and 
picnicking  areas  surround  the  restored  stone  house  wherein  dwelt 
the  family  of  the  famous  scout.  Boy  Scouts  and  s''ortsraens’  clubs 
find  this  a favorite  spot  for  their  outings,  for  the  Coramission 
has  endeavored  to  accommodate  them  and  to  bring  to  the  Homestead 
many  of  the  objects  associated  \4ith  Boone  and  the  vigorous  life 
he  personifies.  These  are  but  partial  glimpses  of  the  role  of 
the  properties  in  the  panorama  of  our  heritage.  Each  has  its 
ovm  distinctive  setting  and  features,  and  its  own  story  to  unfold. 


Marking  Pennsylvania’s  Historic  Sites 

Travelers  along  Pennsylvania’s  highways  are  nov;  familiar 
with  the  eye-catching  blue  and  gold  markers  erected  by  the 
Commission  that  call  attention  to  historic  places  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  Since  September,  1946,  when  the  first  v;as  erected,  over 
900  of  the  cast  aluminum  markers  have  been  placed  at  points  along 
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main  roads  where  it  is  convenient  and  safe  for  the  motorist  to 
stop  and  read  the  inscription.  In  the  selection  of  events  and 
places  to  be  marked  the  suggestions  and  counsel  of  individuals 
and  societies  versed  in  local  history  are  first  sought.  Considerable 
research  by  staff  members  assures  the  accuracy  of  the  legend  which 
is  then  checked  and  approved  by  local  historians  before  the 
marker  is  ordered.  The  choice  of  site  and  the  olacing  of  the 
marker  is  done  in  cooperation  with  the  Department  of  Highways, 

To  aid  the  interested  motorist  the  Commission  has  published 
a Guide  to  the  Historical  Markers  of  Pennsylvania  which  locates 
the  markers  by  counties  and  highway  routes  and  remro'^uces  their 
texts.  Thousands  of  the  guides  were  distributed  at  the  toll 
houses  of  the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike,  upon  requests  from  our  own 
citizens  and  out-of-staters  olanning  trims,  and  to  teachers  who 
find  them  an  appreciated  aid  in  teaching  local  history,  A 
second,  revised  and  enlarged  edition  of  the  guide  has  been  pre- 
■oared  for  future  oublication. 

The  marker  mrogram  has  recently  been  exmanded.  to  include  the 
marking  of  historic  daces  v;ithin  the  limits  of  towns  and  cities. 
Urban  conditions  require  a smaller  size  marker,  but  in  design 
and  finish  it  resembles  the  high\;ay  marker.  The  first  of  the 
city  markers  was  placed  before  the  Drills  House,  Gettysburg,  on 
November  19,  1949  as  part  of  the  observance  of  the  86th  anniver- 
sary of  Lincoln’s  famous  address.  Since  then  over  a total  of 
50  markers  have  been  set  up  in  Carlisle,  York,  Lancaster  and 
Reading,  As  opportunity  allows  other  communities  rich  in 
historical  wealth  will  be  marked  in  this  manner. 
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The  marker  program,  in  both  its  roac^side  and  city  aspects, 
is  one  means  by  which  the  Commission  highlights  the  features  of 
the  Commonwealth’s  oast,  and  to  all  who  will  learn,  it  teaches 
many  a lesson  of  history  beginning  at  home. 


The  Pennsylvania  State  Museum 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Museum  has  been  transformed  during 
the  past  five  years  into  a new  and  modern  institution  visited 
daily  by  hundreds  of  adults  and  children.  In  the  summer  months 
vacationers  and  visitors  to  Harrisburg,  and  delegations  of  youth 
and  older  men  from  summer  cams  and  military  establishments,  make 
uo  the  greater  number.  During  the  school  year  it  is  a favored 
point  of  call  for  classroom  groups  from  elementary  through  college 
levels.  They  find  the  Museum  a brightly  spacious  and  inviting 
place  containing  carefully  planned  and  executed  exhibits  that 
oortray  some  aspect  of  Pennsylvania  history  and  culture.  Competent 
guide  service  is  available  for  those  who  wish  a conducted  tour. 

The  task  of  revitalizing  the  Museum  has  involved  the  installa- 
tion of  modern  lighting  equipment,  oainting  and  decorating,  the 
reolacing  of  old-style  display  cases  with  the  best  obtainable,  an 
emnhasis  uoon  dioramas  that  ’’tell  a story",  and  the  securing  of 
professionally  qualified  persons  to  the  staff,  A conglomeration 
of  materials  accuiJiuiated  indiscriminately  in  former  years  has  been 
carefully  sifted,  storerooms  have  been  cleaned  and  made  useable, 
and  waste  space  utilized  to  good  euroose,  A well-equinped  dark- 
room for  photographic  development  is  a recent  addition  to  the 
Museum  plant. 
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Pennsylvania ’ s most  important  documents,  the  original  charter 
granted  to  Penn  by  King  Charles  II,  the  first  frames  of  government 
and  subsequent  constitutions,  and  Indian  treaties,  have  been  sealed 
within  plexiglass  anf^  encased  in  specially  designed  cases.  An 
informative  diorama  visualizes  the  Dutch  and  Swedish  oeriods  of 
Pennsylvania  history,  and  one  entire  room  is  devoted  to  earlier 
modes  of  transportation  within  the  State,  Uays  of  Indian  life 
are  denicted  in  the  meticulously  arranged  and  described  displays 
of  artifacts  recovered  by  archeological  excavations,  A regrettable 
lack  of  funds  has  halted  the  excellent  series  of  publications 
begun  some  years  ago  tliat  reported  the  findings  and  study  re- 
sults of  archeological  work  done  by  the  Comraission,  Other  areas 
of  the  lluseum  contain  displays  relevant  to  folk  history-',  natural 
history  and  to  Pennsylvania’s  participation  in  the  Nation’s  wars. 
The  Hall  of  Trophies  is  a beautifully  finished  room  v;here  the 
battle  flags  carried  by  Pennsylvania  units  stand  unfurled  in 
hermetically  sealed  cases.  About  the  walls  are  Taintings  and 
dioramas  picturing  outstanding  military  and  naval  engagements. 

The  State  Museum  also  provides  a meeting  place  for  local 
cultural  organizations,  and  furnishes  space  for  special  exhibits 
of  the  arts,  antiques,  natural  history,  crafts  and  philately. 


The  Public  Records  Division 

The  Division  of  Public  Records  of  the  Commission  is  a reposi- 
tory indispensable  to  any  person  who  writes  of  or  conducts  research 
in  Pennsylvania  history.  Founded  in  1905  as  the  State  Archives  of 
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Pennsylvania^  and  en^'oi/ed  at  the  beginning  with  a great  body  of 
materials,  chiefly  records  long  gathering  in  offices  of  the  state 
government  but  including  some  county  records  and  a few  private 
papers,  it  has  increased  in  size  and  liiproved  in  ordered  usefulness 
with  the  years.  It  is  a rich  storehouse  for  the  historian,  the 
genealogist,  and  the  student  of  government. 

To  make  the  items  contained  in  the  I3S  volumes  of  the  printed 
Colonial  Records  and  Pennsylvania  Archives  more  readily  available, 
in  1949  the  Public  Records  Division  issued  a Guide  to  the  Published 
Archives  of  Pennsylvania.  This  is  a small  booklet  which  marks  the 
beginning  of  a revived  urogram  for  publication,  a urogram  v/hich 
will  be  centered  upon  the  problem  of  making  the  holdings  of  the 
Division  more  readily  useful  to  scholars  and  investigators  of  oveiy 
type. 

Through  its  Division  of  Public  Records,  the  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission  bears  responsibilities  much  wider  than  publica- 
tion and  reference  service  to  historians.  It  is  assigned  the  task 
of  preserving  all  records  of  the  state  government  which  are  not 
currently  used  but  which  yet  possess  continuing  value  either  for 
research  or  for  rare  but  essential  administrative  reference.  Also, 
by  law  it  is  responsible  for  such  records  as  may  be  turned  over 
to  its  care  by  any  State,  county,  or  municipal  agency. 

During  the  decades  recently  passed,  these  latter  responsibilities 
have  become  increasingly  important.  As  the  functions  of  government 
have  rapidly  broadened  there  has  come  a resulting  expansion  in 
the  bullc  of  public  records  created.  The  necessity  for  destroying 
promptly  papers  of  ephemeral  value  while  retaining  in  useful  order 
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such  documents,  folders  and  file-dravrer  contents  as  will  be 
essential  at  a later  date  has  created  nroblems  not  to  be  solved 
with  mere  casual  inspection  by  an  untrained  clerk.  Proper  attention 
to  these  matters  has  been  made  possible  b^r  engaging  four  staff 
members  v;ith  specialized  professional  training.  Attention  has  also 
been  given  to  the  establishment  of  increasingly  cordial  relations 
v;ith  officials  in  charge  of  records  in  the  various  denartmonts, 
while  in  cooperation  with  the  Executive  Boar^-'  and  with  the  major 
record s-creating  denartments,  a set  of  standards  for  selecting 
the  permanent  records  from  those  to  be  destroyed  is  being  evolved. 
Lack  of  space  for  the  urocessing  and  orderly  preservation  of 
such  recor'''’s  as  must  be  retained  continues  to  handican  the  division 
of  Public  Records,  The  orcsont  limited  quarters  in  the  Education 
Building  arc  being  suonlcmcnted  b^'’  s"iace  in  a factory  building, 
soace  where  certain  work  “>roccsses  can  be  carried  on  and  ;;hore 
records  used  infrequently  can  be  maintained  under  conditions  which 
make  searches  possible.  Obviously,  this  arrangement  can  serve 
only  as  a temnorary  ex-ocdient.  Increasingly  it  is  becoming  re- 
cognized that  the  records  of  government  aerform  a vital  and  funda- 
mental function  in  our  society,  that  without  records  arouerly  are- 
served  and  readily  available  for  use  as  needed  there  can  be  no 
efficient  and  orderly  oaeration  of  '^ublic  agencies  and  facilities. 
Legislative  a';^proval  for  a building  to  house  the  State’s  aublic 
records,  the  staff  of  the  State  Historian,  and  the  State  lluseum 
was  given  by  the  General  issembly  of  1945,  but  budgetary  necessities 
in  the  ensuing  years  delayed  action. 
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Conservint;  Pennsylvania’s  Sources  for  Its  History 

History  is  a never  ending  narrative,  and  in  written  form 
5.t  is  constantly  subject  to  revision  as  new  data  bring  about 
changing  interpretations  and  conclusions  in  the  chronicle  of 
human  affairs. 

Since  its  creation  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission  has  oromoted  a continuing  program  of  seeking  out  and 
collecting  the  scattered  source  materia.ls  of  Pennsylvania  history. 
Through  its  publications,  by  its  liaison  with  historical  societies 
and  libraries,  and  by  the  direct  contacts  of  its  staff  members 
with  organizations  and  individuals,  it  has  endeavored  to  make 
ulain  the  truth  that  conserving  the  raw  materials  of  history 
is  as  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the  Comonwealth  as  is 
the  conserving  of  natural  resources  to  its  material  strength. 
Integrated  with  that  which  is  already  known,  these  now  historical 
evidences  v;ill  make  nossible  a broader  and  more  clearly  detailed 
nicture  of  the  State’s  rich  and  diverse  oast.  Necessary  funds 
for  this  research  program  ;;ere  made  available  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1947  and  in  1949, 

The  rewards  of  this  effort  have  been  satisfying.  It  has 
made  possible  v/ithin  the  past  four  years  the  creation  of  a growing 
library  of  Pennsylvania  histor^^,  located  5.n  the  State  Museum 
building,  into  which  has  been  brought  a steadily  accumulating 
body  of  filmed  copies  of  source  materials  of  all  tyes.  Most 
of  these  were  little  known,  difficult  to  obtain,  or  distant  from 
those  who  might  wish  to  use  them.  Some  wore  located  within  the 
State  in  orivate  hands,  or  the  property  of  business  concerns. 
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publishers,  libraries  and  learned  societies.  Other  collections 
have  been  discovered  in  neighboring  states,  in  depositories  in 
Washington,  Chicago,  Ann  Arbor,  and  Denver j and  in  Wisconsin, 
California  and  Oregon,  Conics  of  very  informative  papers  on 
eighteenth-century  Pennsylvania  have  been  secured  from  Canadian 
and  English  archives.  Rare  nev/snaners  and  nerio''‘'icals  of  early 
years  have  been  filmed  and  added  to  the  collection.  In  contem- 
plation of  nroducing  an  historical  atlas  of  Pennsylvania  the 
Commission  has  gathered  nhotostatic  conics  of  maps  and  cartogranhi 
sket ches. 

At  present  the  Commission  library  has  over  a tliousand  reels 
of  microfilm  containing  letters,  journals,  diaries,  trade  and 
business  naners,  official  records,  mans,  materials  on  Indian  life, 
church  records,  newspapers,  etc.  Economy  of  snace  and  convenience 
of  use  have  been  served  by  thus  condensing  approximately  a million 
pages  of  source  materials  into  two  filing  cabinets  at  relatively 
small  cost.  The  library  is  a storehouse  of  information  the 
volume  of  v;hich  is  so  groat  that  it  will  undoubtedly  require 
many  years  for  it  to  bo  assimilated  and  worked  into  the  historical 
literature  of  Pennsylvania,  The  Commission's  research  library 
has  more  than  nroved  its  worth  to  the  many  persons  who  have  con- 
sulted its  holdings.  It  is  now  recognized  as  a leading  denository 
of  an  e:rbensive  range  of  sources  by  the  increasing  number  of 
students  of  Pennsylvania  history. 


•i  V. 


rvfi;;.AT.'':'T 

, ■ .'J 


-13- 


Uriting  and  Publication 

Bringing  together  the  sources  of  history  is,  however,  hurt 
the  first  stco  in  the  sequence  of  analysis,  correlation,  inter- 
pretation, and  finally,  publication  of  the  data  they  contain. 

The  Comnission  has  encouraged  study  and  v;riting  by  extending 
financial  aid  to  recognized  scholars  at  work  on  sonc  subject 
of  Pennsylvania  history.  In  the  last  few  years  aid  has  been 
given  for  studies  on  the  frontier  forts  of  Pennsylvania,  Indian 
paths,  early  exploration,  agriculture,  canals,  politics,  art  and 
architecture,  and  literature.  Other  special  nrojccts  include 
the  translation  and  editing  of  collections  fron  French  deposi- 
tories, compilation  of  an  historical  atlas,  and  research  in  land 
speculation.  The  finished  nanuscrints,  in  some  instances  have 
been  published  by  the  Commission,  others  by  private  concerns. 
Several  doctoral  theses  recommended  by  university  authorities 
as  excellent  contributions  to  our  history  have  also  been 
nublished  by  the  Commission, 

In  determining  what  it  shall  publish  the  Commission  has 
observed  the  t\-;o-fold  policy  of  popularizing  the  general  account 
of  State  history,  and  at  the  same  time,  of  making  available  the 
most  recent  products  of  serious  research  in  the  more  limited, 
specialized  areas  of  study.  Bringing  State  history  into  the 
classroom  and  acquainting  the  general  reader  with  its  basic 
facts  has  been  done  by  a scries  of  pamphlets,  leaflets,  folders, 
and  mimeographed  news  releases  and  radio  scripts.  The  titles  of 
some  of  these  publications  are:  Pennsylvania  History  in  Outline. 
\Jhat  to  Read  About  Pennsylvania.  Some  Pennsylvania  Leaders « and 
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ConsorvinE  Pennsylvania’s  Historical  Heritage.  Another  group 
of  oaraohlets  described  the  role  and  contributions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  World  War  II,  Two  oublished  sunrno.rics  of  contenoorary 
events  in  Pennsylvania  apoeared  in  the  form  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Survey  for  1947  and  1948. 

Scholars  and  research  students  have  ■'^rawn  invaluable  aid 
from  a guide  to  County  Archives  and  Governnent  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  Writings  on  Pennsylvania  History,  a comprehensive  bibliography. 
Studies  bearing  on  certain  asoects  of  State  history  include 
Pennsylvania  Petroleura.  A Documentary/  Histon^-y  Philadelohia- 
Baltimore  Trade  Rivalry.  The  Nanticoke  Indians,  Re  ublicans 
and  Federalists  in  Pennsylvania,  Pennsylvania  Agriculture  and 
Country  Life,  and  The  Building  of  Perry^  s Fleet  on  Lake  Erie. 

Four  additional  ^.’orks  are  in  process  of  being  orinted  and  with 
their  issuance  late  in  1950  the  number  of  such  publications 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  since  1947  v;ill  total  foiortecn.  In 
the  preceding  period,  1943  to  1946,  eight  were  published  by  the 
Commission, 

Recognition  and  praise  have  been  accorded  the  books  and 
pamphlets  published  bv  the  Commission  as  informative,  interestingly 
written,  and  scholarly  in  preparation.  Those  designed  for  school 
and  library’’  use  have  proved  helpful  supplemental  aids  in  bringing 
a knov/ledge  and  understanding  of  State  and  local  histoip^  to  its 
younger  citizens.  For  the  more  mature  minds,  for  teachers  and 
professional  historians,  the  special  studies  have  slicd  light 
on  hitherto  neglected  phases  of  our  history.  Through  those  and 
other  channels  the  publications  are  making  a real  contribution 
both  to  educational  advance  and  to  the  strengthening  of  the  bonds 
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of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  State  and  Nation  as  the  record  of 
their  accormlishmcnts  is  unfolded. 


Folklore 

The  oral,  legendary  sourceo  of  history  onbraced  in  tradition 
and  folklore  have  also  been  a oart  of  the  collection  orojcct. 

One  avenue  to  an  understanding  of  earlier  generations  is  to  know 
the  tales  and  legends  and  folksongs  which  they  kcot  alive  by 
their  re-telling  and  singing.  These  invest  the  written  record 
with  an  imagination  and  color  t’lat  reflect  the  dee'>-scatcd, 
inner  forces  which  lie  dose  to  human  conduct,  an  area  which 
is  the  province  of  the  historian.  The  Folklore  Division  has 
thus  collaborated  in  gathering  the  legends,  songs  and  traditions 
that  have  cone  out  of  the  distinctive  regional  areas,  from  the 
occuoational  groups  that  cotnorise  the  laboring  copulation,  and 
from  the  numerous  nationalities  that  have  made  Pennsylvania 
their  new  home. 


Serving  the  Pcocle 

One  of  the  orincinal  functions  of  the  Commission  is  to 
ansT/er  inquiries  of  many  types  relative  to  Pennsylvania  history 
and  affairs.  The  volurae  of  such  requests  reveals  that  interest 
in  State  historj.’’  is  alive  and  widespread  and.  not  confined  to 
the  classroom.  Teachers,  librarians,  catriotic  organizations, 
learned  societies,  newspaper  offices,  and  interested  ind.ivi"''uals 
make  use  of  the  Commission’s  publications.  The  many  requests 
from  these  sources  and  from  school  children  and  college  students 
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amount  to  an  annual  distribution  of  approximately  75,000  books, 
oamohlets  and  folders.  Volume  v;orks  arc  oriced  to  cover  just 
the  costs  of  nroduction,  and  all  other  publications  are  dis- 
tributed free  of  charge.  Questions  that  entail  research  not 
infrequently  come  by  mail  or  phone,  and  \;hore  feasible  a staff 
member  will  seek  the  desired  data,  or  refer  the  inquirer  to 
the  sources,  Similuir  helo  is  given  by  members  of  the  Museum 
staff  in  the  identification  of  archeological  findings,  objects 
of  folk  art,  antiques  and  paintings. 

The  doors  of  the  State  Museum  arc  ooen  every  day  of  the 
week,  and  those  who  desire  to  learn  more  of  f'm  ways  of  life  of  the 
earlier  Commonwealth  can  absorb  much  from  the  excellently  in- 
formative exhibits  on  disolay.  For  the  year  ending  September 
1,  1950,  the  Museum  received  over  110,000  visitors.  The  historic 
sites  maintained  by  the  Commission  arc  easily  accessible  and 
to  the  visitor  they  portray  in  animate  and  tangible  form  some 
of  the  outstanding  features  of  our  history.  Local  history  is 
presented  in  succinct  manner  on  the  markers  set  up  along  the 
highv/ays  and  in  the  older  communities. 

Both  the  professional  and  the  amteur  interest  in  State 
and  local  history  have  been  furthered  by  the  tics  of  the  Com- 
mission vrith  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  and  \;ith 
the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies,  The 
State  Historian  is  currently  president  of  the  former  body  and 
has  long  been  active  in  the  enlargement  of  its  membership  and 
the  development  of  its  excellent  publication,  Pennsylvania 
History, 
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other  staff  members  serve  as  contributing  ec^itors  to  the 
magazine  and.  offer  feature  articles  and  book  reviews* 

Approximately  one  hundred  county  and  local  historical 
societies  comprise  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical 
Societies  of  which  the  State  Historian  has  been  the  Executive 
Secretary  for  over  tv;elvc  years.  In  this  capacity  he  is  in 
constant  touch  with  the  activities  of  these  grou'S  and  he  elans 
the  program  for  their  annual  meeting  customarily  held  in  the 
State  capital,  Tiiroughout  the  year  the  State  Historian  addresses 
many  of  the  local  societies,  and  also  speaks  at  coriimcmorat ive 
events  and  •latriotic  celebrations.  Other  staff  members  and 
Comi.iission  consultants  likewise  fulfill  speaking  engagements 
on  occasion.  The  close  association  maintained  in  this  fashion 
has  simplified  some  of  the  Commission’s  tasks  by  the  assistance 
it  has  received  from  the  local  societies.  Outstanding  examples 
of  cooperative  action  have  been  the  marker  program,  the  locating 
of  source  materials,  the  inventory  of  historic  ailaces,  and  the 
ansircring  of  queries  of  a purely  local  nature, 

Pennsylvania  history  reaches  a vrider  public  than  that  fixed, 
by  State  bounf'^aries  for  inquiries  from  out  of  state  arc  fairly 
frequent.  The  cause  of  state  and  local  history  throughout  the 
country  is  ably  served  by  the  American  Association  of  State  and 
Local  History,  which  Pennsylvania's  State  Historian  was  active 
in  forming,  and  of  which  he  gras  president,  1949-1950,  Its 
quarterly  magazine,  :iraerican  ileritaao,  in  its  bright  and  attrac- 
tive new  format,  has  won  popular  acclaim  for  the  quality  of  its 
articles,  several  of  which  have  dealt  i/ith  events  in  the  history 
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of  this  Ccjnnpmjealth, 

These  constructive  relations  with  other  grouns  directly 
or  indirectly  engaged  in  like  fiel':''s  of  en^^cavor  have  enabled 
the  CoTnmission  to  better  serve  the  citizens  of  this  State, 

The  contacts  keen  its  staff  raenbers  on  the  alert,  stinulacod 
by  association,  and  alive  to  ways  and  neans  for  the  more 
effective  dissemination  of  Pennsylvania  history. 


Serving  the  State  Government 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Kuseun  Connission  main- 
tains friendly  and  mutually  cooperative  relations  with  other 
departments  of  State  government.  It  is  called  ur>on  quite  re- 
gularly to  furnish  historical  baclmround  informa.tion  for  in- 
clusion in  addresses  delivered  by  public  officials,  and  its 
staff  members  contribute  articles  to  a number  of  d ea a li: mental, 
aublications.  Its  library  facilities  are  utilized  by  research 
workers  from  other  demartments.  As  one  of  the  Commission’s 
arincipal  aims  is  the  arousing  of  interest  in  Pennsylvania 
history  it  works  very  closely  in  this  rcs'oect  with  the  Dcaart— 
ment  of  Public  Instruction, 

Inquiries  of  an  historical  nature  received  by  other  depart- 
ments arc  referred  to  the  Commission  for  ansv/ering,  as  are  re- 
quests for  historical  publications.  For  several  years  it  has 
earticipated  in  Pennsylvania  Week  observances  by  setting  up 
attractive  displays  in  deuartment  stores  and  in  the  Farm  Shov; 
Building,  aroviding  sneakers,  preparing  historical  art.icles, 
and  like  services,  Uaon  the  request  of  the  Joint  State  Government 
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Cornrnission,  historians  prepared  a descriptive  catalog  of  the 
known  historical  builrtings,  sites  an(^  remains  in  Pennsylvania, 
with  recomnendations  for  their  proper  preservation.  The  Public 
Records  Pivision  has  cooperatively  assumed  res"'onsibility  for 
the  proper  preservation  of  raany  inactive  records  of  several 
departments  of  State  government  such  as  the  Department  of 
Highways  and  the  Department  of  State,  It  has  also  served  in 
a number  of  advisory  capacities.  The  success  of  the  Commission’s 
historical  marker  program  is  duo  in  large  measure  to  the  close 
cooperation  that  exists  with  the  Department  of  Highv/ays, 

These  illustrations  are  clear  indications  of  the  Commission’s 
status  as  an  integral,  active  unit  of  State  .government.  It 
does  not  conduct  its  functions  as  within  a vacuum  but  maintains 
helpful  relations  with  other  divisions,  making  available  to 
them  the  services  and  the  talents  of  its  staff  members. 


Advances  in  Administrative  Organization 

At  the  time  of  its  reorganization  in  1945  it  was  evident 
that  the  more  highly  specialized  activities  vested  in  the  Com- 
mission v/ould.  demand  staff  members  ’-ath  professional  training 
and  considerable  experience  in  the  duties  they  were  to  perform. 
Adherence  to  the  policy  of  employing  capable  and  competent  per- 
sons of  recognized  abilities  has  resulted  in  an  improved  per- 
sonnel of  whom  it  can  with  modesty  bo  said,  that  they  arc  fully 
qualified  to  carry  on  the  functions  of  the  Commission  in  a most 
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The  Division  of  Public  Records  has  been  strengthened  by 
engaging  a division  head  vrith  an  c^rbensive  university  back- 
ground and  experience  in  the  archives  of  other  states  and  in 
the  National  Archives  at  Washington,  Conoarable  criteria  have 
applied  in  the  selection  of  the  senior  and  junior  archivists 
of  the  division.  The  greatly  i'-iorov'od  a'oearance  of  the  Muscun 
exhibits  is  the  consequence  of  careful  olanning  and  execution 
on  the  oart  of  able  curators  and  talented  oreoarators  and 
artists,  A resurgence  in  Pennsylvania  archcolo,gy  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  initiative  and  energ;’’  of  the  State  Archeolo- 
gist who  in  brief  soace  of  time  has  attained  eninence  in  his 
profession.  The  Connission’s  Follclorist  is  a widely  traveled 
person  with  long  years  of  cx-^erience  as  writer  and  -publisher. 

His  minute  knov/ledgc  of  the  'tate  and  his  numerous  affiliations 
with  groups  liaving  kindred  interests  equip  him  uniquely  as  a 
collector  and  narrator  of  folietales  and  legends. 

Within  and  outside  of  Pennsylvania  the  State  Historian  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  zealous  leaders  in 
promoting  an  interest  in  state  and.  local  history’’,  Un^cr  his 
direction  the  Commission’s  urograms  of  historical  markers,  re- 
search, collection  of  sources,  and  publication  have  been 
successfully  carried  forv/ard.  His  close  contacts  with  local 
historical  groups  and  his  res'^onsibilitics  as  an  officer  of 
societies  at  the  state  and  national  levels  have  acquainted 
him  thoroughly  \n,th  the  whole  range  of  historical  endeavors  in 
this  countiqr.  He  is  the  author  of  several  books,  writer  of 
numerous  oamohlets  and  oeriotical  articles,  and  an  effective 
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speaker  who  is  in  constant  (^.einand.  His  staff  nenbers  have  been 
chosen  for  their  wroved  scholarshie  and  orofcssional  training. 

As  illustrated  earlier,  all  of  the  functions  of  the  Con- 
nission  cone-  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Executive 
Director  who  meets  monthly  with  the  Commission  members  to  report 
on  the  work  of  the  organization.  Trained  in  archeology  and 
anthrowolog}’’,  the  Executive  Director  luas  headed  several  exoedi- 
tions and.  has  traveled  with  v/or Id-famous  explorers.  He  has 
made  significant  contributions  to  our  knovrledge  of  Indian  life 
by  his  .archeological  work  and  writing  wliich  have  won  him  a 
number  of  honors.  Under  his  immediate  care  is  the  maintenance 
of  the  historic  orooertios  administered  by  the  Commission,  and 
through  his  wise  and  constant  attention  these  have  develooed 
into  olaces  visited  with  pleasure  by  thousands  of  persons  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  The  achievements  of  the  various 
divisions  and  the  esprit  of  their  members  are  demonstrable 
evidence  of  his  administrative  abilities, 

Uherc  the  Commission  Gets  Its  Money  and  How  It  Is  Spent 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  is  main- 
tained bv  funds  allocated  to  it  by  the  General  Assembly,  For 
the  continuance  of  its  work  during  the  1947-19 4^^  biennium  the 
Assembly  appropriated  a total  of  9713,000 5 of  this  amount 
9390,500  was  in  the  form  of  a general  fund,  and  the  sums  of 
.155,000  and  9167,500  were  designate''’’  for  specific  projects. 

Out  of  the  general  fund  the  Commission  maintains  the 
Administrative  'nivision,  Historical  Division,  Public  Records 
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Division,  Museum  Division,  Folklore  Division,  the  historical 
preperties,  and  the  publications  program.  The  following 
illustrates  the  budgeting  of  funds  for  the  two-year  oeriod: 


Salaries  and  wages  of  111  enoloyees  "‘;294»762 
Materials  and  suoplies  12, OSS 
Printing  14,S33 
Traveling  expenses  13,730 
Utilities  and  repairs  25,919 
Historical  markers  10,765 


The  special  grant  of  9155,000  was  to  orovide  for  the 
following: 

Collecting  historical  source  materials  50,000 


Special  grants  and  subsidies  16,769 
Publications  23,964 
Historical  markers  (City  and  roadside)  30,854 
Construction  and  reoairs  18,544 


Neither  of  the  foregoing  analyses  are  complete  but  are  illustrative 
of  the  ourooses  for  which  Commission  funds  are  allotted. 

The  second  soocial  aoprooriation  of  9167,000  v;as  earmarked 
for  reoairs,  imorovements  and  restoration  of  a number  of  the 
historical  oroperties.  In  this  sum  were  also  included  amounts 
to  orovide  for  the  preservation  and  display  of  the  State’s  most 
iraoortant  historical  documents  and  for  like  care  to  be  given 
the  battle  flags  carried  by  Pennsylvania  units  in  the  v;ars  of 
the  nation.  At  Eohrata  Cloisters,  the  only  orooerty  where 
admission  fees  are  cliarged,  the  amount  collected  during  the 
biennium  totalled  96,226,  a sum  which  was  transmitted  to  the 
Department  of  Pievenuo  to  be  set  uo  in  a soecial  fund  knovm  as 
the  Eohrata  Cloisters  Collection  Fund,  A fund  created  b3"  the 
donor  of  Cornwall  Furnace  to  the  State  earned  il760  during  the 
biennium  and  this  amount  was  applied  to  the  maintenance  of 
that  orooerty.  Other  than  occasional  gifts  made  by  individuals 
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and  foundations,  the  Comnission  derives  income  from  no  other 
sources  than  those  mentioner'. 


What  the  State  Is  Crettinp;  for  Its  Money 

The  accomplishments  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission  cannot  be  described  by  statistics.  To  its 
ohysical  assets  - properties,  publications^  exhibits,  markers, 
library''  - may  be  attached  an  approxima.te  dollar  value,  and 
the  sums  granted  it  by  the  General  Assembly  are  items  of  public 
record.  But  these  figures  represent  an  investment  in  an  enter- 
prise engaged  not  in  comodity  output  but  in  the  province  of 
the  mind  and  the  spirit.  These  are  intangibles  that  defy 
measurement  in  the  way  of  material  things. 

The  paramount  aim  of  the  Commission  is  to  make  Pennsylvania 
history  a familiar  subject  to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 
Since  its  inception  it  has  supplied  schools  and  libraries  with 
its  publications,  sponsored  historg'’  clubs,  and  advised  in  the 
planning  of  historical  pilgrimages  and  programs.  By  its 
restoration  of  buildings  and  sites  where  events  of  historical 
significance  took  place  it  is  presenting  history  in  animate 
and  realistic  form.  In  the  State  Museum  it  has  arranged 
exhibits  that  portray  vividly  many  features  of  earlier  Pennsyl- 
vania life.  Along  its  highways  and  in  a number  of  communities 
have  been  erected  markers  that  serve  as  leaves  from  the  volume 
of  local  lore.  For  consultation  by  students  and  historians  a 
varied  collection  of  source  materials  has  been  centered  in  the 
Commission  library.  By  its  aid  to  scholars  and  v;riters  it 
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has  made  possible  excellent  contributions  to  the  historical 
literature  of  Pennsylvania,  Through  the  wise  administration 
of  a sound  public  records  nrograra  it  is  ensuring  the  preserva- 
tion of  papers  and  documents  that  constitute  one  of  the  most 
essential  reservoirs  of  our  history. 

All  these  activities  directly  implement  the  objectives 
that  the  General  Assembly  considered  desirable  when  it  enacted 
legislation  prescribing  the  teaching  of  Pennsylvania  liistory 
in  all  schools  under  its  jurisdiction.  This  action  was  not 
motivated,  by  provincial  conceit  nor  an  exaggerated  state  pride, 
but  from  the  conviction  that  the  knowledge  of  one’s  own  state 
furnishes  an  intelligent  perspective  of  the  state  within  the 
nation  and  within  the  world.  In  the  process  of  learning  hov/ 
v;e  have  come  to  be  where  wc  are  the  advantages  of  our  concents 
of  government,  society,  and  economic  'progress  are  more  fully 
realize"".  But  loyalty  to  these  ir^cals  and  institutions  that 
have  fashioned  the  American  way  of  life  is  not  based  upon  pure 
abstractions.  It  has  to  grow  out  of  an  appreciation  of  their 
effectiveness  in  the  daily,  familiar  things  experienced  in  the 
community  and  the  state.  Local  histoig.’’  is  the  mirror  of  our 
national  heritage,  and  the  preservation  of  that  inheritance 
is  the  first  duty  of  citizenship. 
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